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only by her strength of language. Her journeys to London " lo attend the joints of the nobilitv were made in a chariot drawn by four horses, with servants wearing special liveries. In spite of her success she died at her lodging near Seven Dials so miserably poor that the parish was obliged to bury lher. On the left of Mrs.
Mapp is a figure holding a cane with an eye let into the handle to denote the occupation of its owner. This is the Chevalier Taylor, the subject of these notes, who was a shrewd man of the world, endowed with a handsome appearance and distinguished air, which imposed upon those who were unable to penetrate the showy surface that concealed a mendacious quack of unblushing effrontery. He wrote many books and pamphlets and had a selection of them translated into various languages, but apparently the only manuscript to survive, except for a letter to Sir Hans Sloane in the British Museum, is that relating to the case of Princess Naryshkin, a member of the Russian Royal House, which will be described at the end of this paper.
Taylor informs readers of his book that he first saw the light at Norwich, which town, he thought, may one day become famous on that account. It was in that city, he says, " that my mother became acquainted with my existence, and heard the news of the birth of her first dear son "; but he. does not think it necessary to put a date to this tremendous event. He claimed to be of noble birth not only by descent but also by virtue of the qualities with which he was endowed. However this may be, it is known that his natal day was August 16, 1703, and that his father was a surgeon highly respected in Norwich, who was so gravely dignified in appearance that his neighbours imputed to him supernatural knowledge, often consulting him as a conjurer when they suffered disaster or loss. His mother was an apothecary, thus it happened that Taylor's early years were spent in an atmosphere of general practice.
In 1722 he became assistant to an apothecary in London, and, according to his book, studied under Cheselden, giving special attention to the eye and its diseases. In this connection he does not square with Johnson's definition of a quack as " a boastful pretender to an art he does not understand," but he brought upon himself the odious name by his bragging words and irregular methods, which could not be tolerated by the medical profession. Dr. Johnson said " Taylor was the most ignorant man I ever knew," which seems to dispose of his implied claim that he was educated at Cambridge University. This criticism of Johnson's had not lost its sting many years afterwards, for the Chevalier's A.
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(-ND1-'llx'TAM-R`; Further, the present Registrar kindly informs me that no trace of Taylor is to be found in the University records. But in fairness it should be pointed out that Taylor's actual words were " When I was at Cambridge I met Dr. Desaguliers ";he leaves the unwary reader to infer the University.
For a short time Taylor practised in Norwich-but he was soon in conflict with other medical men of the town, who called him an empiric and said of his alleged discoveries " If 'tis his Own, 'twill not bear the Light; if 'twill bear the Light, 'tis not his Own." In the preface to his first book he complained that as soon as he settled in Norwich he was surrounded with calumny, and that a " Party " was raised against him. In the same place he criticised his tormentors in terms that could not fail to render him still more unpopular. " Thing they undertake, is because they know their Skill will stand very much in Need of it."
He goes on to tell a libellous story of another of these practitioners " some small distance from this place " who, having kept a lady in torment several years, left her as bad as he found her. On being asked why he had failed to cure her when a young surgeon was able to do so in 14 days, he replied after much pressing, " She had money"! Taylor published his first book, entitled " An Account of the Mechanism of the Eye," in 1727, when in his 24th year. This work, he says, received the favourable notice of Desaguliers, who advised the young author to become a specialist in ophthalmology, since there was wanting in the world a man familiar with the whole of the human economy who would apply himself to the eye and its diseases. In view of the strained relations in his native city, and knowing that any error in his practice would be pounced upon by his enemies, Taylor decided to act on this advice and seek fortune elsewhere. Desaguliers, " that great and good man," is supposed to point out that as a travelling oculist a continual supply of " subjects " on which to practise would be assured him until perfection in the art was attained. Moreover, instead of being, bound to imitate others, he could be a free-lance and operate according to his own theories, being kept informed by secret correspondence as to the results of his previous activities. It is also naively suggested that a frequent change of scene would be essential in order to escape the consequences of possible unfortunate results.
Thus he began his career as an itinerant oculist, in the course of which he acquired many honorary foreign degrees, as M. Some of our number were present out of curiosity and they report that his lectures were exceedingly trifling, and his operations attended with indifferent success. The sight of many was made worse; he promises cure to incurables, and is oppressive with fees.
Our object in this declaration is to prevent people in other places which he threatens to visit, from being imposed upon." Resentful at first, Taylor soon gave up retaliation and adopted the pose of injured innocence. Later we find Iiim dedicating a book to the President and Fellows of the College that exposed him, which shows him possessed of at least one essential of the successful empiric-a skin of the pachydermatous order. His own view would doubtless be that because of his superior intellect and endowments he could ignore such a petty circumstance as an exposure by a Royal College. In 1749 the chief medical men of Amsterdam sent a notice in French and Dutch to the newspapers describing Taylor as a quack. His results on a previous visit to the city 15 years before had been disastrous. Another unfavourable critic was Guerin, who in 1770 said " When he performed an operation ' il chantait victoire, il criait miracle.' He then bandaged the eye, collected his fee, left orders that the eye was to remain covered for five or six days, and himself departed on the fourth."
He suffered yet another set-back at the hands of the King of Prussia, though the story, as related by T'aylor, shows him turning the tables and emerging, as usual, in triumph. In 1750 he arrived in Prussia and sent his papers to the King with the request that he should be made the royal oculist. Although there was a strong suspicion that Taylor was employed by the English Ministry to spy on foreign courts, the King received him politely and said, " You desire to be my oculist-there is your patent. My eyes do not need assistance; yet are you my Oculist; but if you touch the eyes of one of my subjects, I will hang you up. I love my subjects equally with myself."* He was ordered to leave the country in six hours, when he would be escorted to the border.
Here was a situation after the Chevalier's own heart. What was to be done in so short a time ? Apparently he already had many people as prospective patients and to the most eminent of these he hastened and pretended to perform an operation, at the same time assuring them that there was grave danger of loss of sight if they were deprived of his subsequent treatment. On learning that he was ordered from the country, coaches were quickly summoned, the patients helped into them, and when the hour arrived for Taylor's departure he was accompanied across the border by the most imposing retinue that had ever followed him.
A qualified compliment is paid to Taylor on page three of "Lettres famili6res crites d'Italie en 17639-40 par Charles de Brosses." " Je m'amusai, pendant mon s6jour, a voir l'operation singuli6re d'un m6decin Anglais, nomm6 Taylor, qui ote le crestallin de l'oeil en fourcant dans la corn&e ou le blanc de l'oeil un petit fer pointu d'un demi-pied de long. Cette operation, que l'on nomme lever, ou plutot baisser la cataracte, est extremement curieuse, et fut faite avec beaucoup d'adresse par cet homme, qui me parut d'ailleurs un grand charlatan."
As a young man of 32 he was already a personality. In a newspaper of September 3, 1735, appears the following: * In the grandson's " Records of my Life " the tone of the King's reply is not so paternal; he is there made to say, " I shall take care of the eyes of my subjects myself, that they might see no more than is necessary for the interest and glory of their country." THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY " Yesterday the famous Oculist Doctor Taylor, was presented to the Queen at Kensington, and had the honour to Kiss her Majesty's Hand, in consideration of his surprizing Capacity in the Science he professes." The following year he was appointed Oculist to George the Second,* and this success was probably responsible for the appearance of " An Epistle to a Young Student at Cambridge, with the Characters of the Three Great Quacks, M . . p, T . . 1 . r, and W . . d," which was published in July, 1737, price sixpence. This production is an eightw page folio in verse and as it has become rare, it is perhaps well to include here the parts most relevant to the subject. The pamphlet itself may be seen at the Library of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, to which it was added in 1900.
" (such stuff, and so printed, as to be entirely incoherent and unintelligible). Then mounting his scaffold he bowed very low; then putting himself into a proper attitude, began, in a solemn tragical voice and tone-' At Number 1 thus written you will find '-and repeating this with some vehemence, he read No. 1 of his Syllabus, speaking for two hours in the same manner, and with the same air, gesture, and tone, and making a sort of blank verse of it, and always ending with the verb-for that, he says, is the true Ciceronian, prodigiously difficult, and never attempted by any man in our language before. In some instances, he said, ' He equal'd the finest periods Tully ever wrote or spoke '; which always began with the genitive case, were followed by the substantive, and concluded with the verb-as thus-' Of th' Eye, the Beauties I will now declare.' This was often repeated, as his masterpiece; and he exulted, and admired himself vastly upon it. When he 'had finished he came smiling among his Auditors, appealed to them publicly if it was not charming fine, and if they had ever heard anything like it. I must own I never did, or saw his equal; and therefore send you this sketch of him as a great rarity." Gibbon, in his " Autobiography," when writing of the various ailments of his childhood, says that " every practitioner, from Sloane and Mead to Ward and the Chevalier Taylor were successively summoned to torture or relieve me." Taylor's name trailing ignominiously in the rear seems to imply a slender respect on the part of Gibbon, or perhaps painful recollections of the Chevalier's ministrations. Taylor claimed to have operated on Bach and restored his sight and to have attempted the same in the case of Handel " but upon drawing the curtain, we found the bottom defective from a paralytic disorder." It is unfortunate for his veracity that Mr. George Coats, by a comparison of -dates, proves this claim to be false.
From his narrative it will be seen that he was a great traveller, that he was the bosom friend of sovereigns and potentates, and was even in the confidence of the Pope himself. He flattered the influential in high-sounding terms, and in the same breathi insinuated his own affairs in the most ingenious manner. A considerably trimmed version taken from his book is given here as an example of his effusions-to whom they refer is sufficiently obvious:
"Oh! thou mighty; oh ! thou sovereign pontiff; oh! thou great luminary of the church; given to mankind as a star to the Christian world. Who can believe, that you would proclaim your high approbation of my works, but by the voice of truth."
Oh ! ye imperial; oh ! ye royal; oh ! ye great masters of empire; who have so far extended your benevolence, as to be witnesses of my labours, when from before the dark eye, by my hands, the dismal veil was removed. You, the rulers of man, point out, as it were with the sceptre in hand, me alone amongst all mankind for these things. Taylor "* was published in three volumes in 1761-2. The first volume is dedicated to his son, the second to David Garrick, and the third to the Merchants of London. To arouse public interest the announcement in the Gentleman's -Magazine of its publication promised revelations of a Decameronian nature, but the book would prove poor fare for those in search of this type of literature.
* The Royal College of Surgeons' copy is elegantly bound, and on the fly-leaf appears a hand-painted coat-of-arms in blue and gold surrounded by the motto " Qui visum vitam dat " (See figure) . This book was apparently the property of the Taylor family, for the signature J. S. Taylor is to be seen inside the cover. He is enthusiastic regarding the medical value of music and dancing. Whatsoever sets the blood in gentle motion without pain is conducive to health. Dancing is particularly beneficial to children for promoting growth, for giving them poise, and as a relaxation from the fatigue of study. In the case of adults, the particles in the blood are so well divided by the exercise of dancing that many diseases peculiar to them are avoided. He has always noticed that gout, rheumatism, gravel, and headache are less frequent in countries where dancing is more practised than with us. He is of opinion that two-thirds of the diseases that affect the body would be prevented if dancing were the vogue. For the amiable sex it enables them to endure with greater ease the pains * Number 44 on the list is entitled " The sentiments of the late most high pontiff Benedict the XIVth, her imperial majesty, and of almost all the crowned heads and sovereign princes in Europe, on the happy enterprizes of Chevalier Taylor, Italian, 4to, Milan, 1758."
These " Sentiments " seem to have been published in pamphlet form for distribution as advertisements; they are also given as footnotes in the first and second volumes of the " Travels and Adventures " from which the following has been copied to indicate the tenor of the whole collection:
The sentiments of his majesty the late king of the two Sicilles now king of Spain, given by express command, etc.
The Chevalier John de Taylor having appeared worthy of royal benevolence, and desirous of some public testimony of his majesty's royal bounty, I Francis Buoncuore, first physician to his majesty, and archiator of this kingdom, etc., in consequence of his majesty's commands, and being well instructed of the innumerable proofs that the said Chevalier John de Taylor has given of his success in this kingdom, and having myself often been present at his operations, and been witness, with great satisfaction, to the most happy events; I hereby declare, by the authority reposed in me, that I regard the said Chevalier John de Taylor as a man the most excellent that perhaps any age has produced, as well as for the theory, as practice, in what he professes; and I further declare, that I consider him well worthy the benevolence of sovereigns, the esteem of the learned, and the care of the publick. According to the Chevalier, every eye that had not been under his care was defective. He compares the eye with a diamond in the mine, both are the works of Heaven; but if the brute diamond must be polished to reveal its charms, why not the eye ? He has always observed with joy an astonishing addition to the beauty of the eyes, especially those of women, which have been under his care. The increase in fire and vivacity that result from his attention endows the owner with power to work those. " Marvels " of which he could give numberless instances if space allowed .
He has a great regard for the fair sex who, in his respectful estimation, are faultless. But this high praise is qualified where he suggests that they are negligent in attire, especially in the morning, when a carelessly dressed woman causes her husband " to drink his tea in a hurry, and seem impatient to be gone." To charm the eye and to gain approbation it is essential that a woman should dress becomingly, and he also strongly recommends her to paint the face, for even in the married state these things are powerful auxiliaries for preserving the lover in the husband.
He has much to say regarding nuns and boasts that he could write many volumes on the adventures of " these beauties." He is of opinion that nuns surpass ordinary women in the language of love, wit, vivacity, and sublimity of thought, because they are ever meditating on these things. It is therefore a species of cruelty to talk to them of love. He says " I am perfectly acquainted "-this is a constantly recurring sentence-" in the secret business of that respectable tribunal named the Inquisition "; he has attended innumerable religious services and has assisted at the ceremony of burning the Jews. In the cure of various diseases of the body he has knowledge of marvellous effects from the power of faith, and a vast variety of extraordinary instances of the imagination of women.
He describes an epidemic of the killing of their charges by nursemaids which, in spite of executions, continued until the offenders were marched to death meanly dressed and deprived of the pomp, flowers, and ribbons, that formerly accompanied the condemned.
He shows an unusual want of tact when he says " I am perfectly acquainted with the history of Persia . . . and am instructed in the cruel manner of putting out the eyes of conquered princes, and of cutting away the eyelids of soldiers taken in war, to make them unfit for service."
He says that in the art of pleasing, especially those of the fair sex, he is an expert, having published a book in Italian on " The Art of Making Love with Success." He cannot determine whether his gift of reading women is a natural one or the effect of science, but certain it is that there is no lady living on this side 40 but " on fixing my eyes upon her, I can read her very soul." Nuns as well as others were subject to this influence, and many were the tokens of regard that he received from admirers within the walls of convents. One of these was so indiscreet as to keep up a tender correspondence with Taylor until discovered in her sin by the abbess. He was then urged by the nun to " shake off the heretical notions of thy country, join with me in prayer, and die with me. So shall we be happy together and the abbess may do her worst." Taylor's view of this proposal is reflected in an addendum where he says, " as I have not heard for some time from this beauteous lady, I know not whether she is gone before me, or whether she has yet the patience to wait for my departure."
A ridiculous " adventure " is that of his abduction by a great lady who yearned to know whether he loved her. The lady called at his lodging in her coach into which he was invited. As soon as he was seated the door was shut, the horses were whipped up and driven in haste through the town and two miles into the country. The lady, after assuring Taylor that he was in no danger, kept silence until the end of the drive, when she declared herself and her purpose. The Chevalier was so surprised that he hesitated to answer her appeals. Madam, quick to notice, said, " Sir, youl need not pause, I see your heart is for another, not for me." So lamenting, she gave the order to drive back and this was done, as before, in silence, except for Taylor's entreaties for an understanding.
Another An absurd story relates that T'aylor, bedecked with diamondsthe button of his hat being worth 8,000 crowns-attended a masked ball at one of the greatest courts in Europe and for three hours played the passionate lover to a beautiful girl who was so anxious to discover his identity that she " seized him by the button " and, calling on a partv of her friends to assist, forced him violently into a corner where he was obliged to reveal his features. At the general unmasking he was disturbed to find that his tender speeches had been made to the Princess of the Court, and though the guests enjoyed his discomfiture, he says he was obliged to employ all his wit to avoid censure and to preserve himself in favour.
On another occasion he went to a foreign theatre when the King and Court were present and as soon as he entered a box he attracted much attention because the people judged from his dress and many diamonds on his breast that he was a stranger of high dignity. The King being informed that this was the famous and long-expected oculist instantly invited Taylor into the royal box " to which all eyes were now directed." After paying his respects to the Sovereign, a lady of the party introduced herself as one of his former patients, and with a loud voice proclaimed that by restoring her sight he had saved her life. " I need not express the satisfaction I received in being thus flattered, I well knew the happy circumstances that must follow so important a declaration," says Taylor.
He sees a close connection between the doctors' fees and the tithes of the clergy. The spiritual fathers take money from their flock because they are composed of body and spirit-of mind and of mAtter. If the mind is out of humour, as it must be when the body is in need of supplies, how is it possible to guide the heart of the THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF OPHTHALMOLOGY penitent? And if one is asked " How are these supplies to be procured, will not the answer be-Money ?" In the same way fees are essential to the doctor who, like the priest, is composed of matter as well as spirit, in order that he, being himself healthy, may with wisdom direct the health of others.
Against those people who fail " to call in the doctor " he is specially severe. Not only does such a person wickedly deprive the medical man and his children of rightful fees, but if he dies he is guilty of felo de se. Such a one is an eiormous and abominable criminal, vile and wretched, " and does he not deserve to have a stake drove through him ?" If a man has a pain in his finger it is his duty to send instantly for the Physician, the Apothecary, and the Surgeon. Should the trouble spread to his body and cause his death in spite of the struggles of medical men to keep him here, is it not possible that he might be called home for reasons we have no right to know? And in such a case, however great our abilities, it becomes us most respectfully to submit. The deceased will have been spared the horror of reflecting that he had robbed us of our fees and his relatives will have the consoling knowledge that he died according to the Art.
He feels that he should refer to a celebrated Roman oration delivered in his honour, and gives the substance of this "pompous" speech in sections, each followed, in italics, by what appear to be protests against such high praise, but the construction of these comments is so ingenious that they are made to agree with or amplify the sentiments of the orator. In one place he so far forgets himself as to suggest that his fame is due to the exceptional opportunities he has enjoyed, but the oration ends on a lofty note, Shall virtues like his pass unrecorded. Shall it be said that a prodigy like this has breathed within our walls, and that we forgot to inform posterity-No, it must not be. Let us then tell our children's children, that such a man we once had amongst us. Let us lay our hands to our hearts and cry aloud with one united voiceBehold a new citizen of this great mistress of the world !-And let us proclaim this our publick act to all the inhabitants of the earth, in the name, and with the voice of the Senate and the People."
The end of the book is devoted to a comparison of England with other countries which he knows almost as intimately as his own. Himself a physician, he considers that English physicians deserve the first place amongst men. In surgery and anatomy many at home are great but they have equals abroad, where, too, opportunities for improvement are more numerous. Regarding ophthalmology " in which I have been so long remarkedly distinguished," he owes the advancements he has made chiefly to foreign specialists, who consider the art as a distinct and independent -part of Medicine, and who received him not as a rival, but a friend. In mathematics and poetry two or three Englishmen have claimed the laurels from all mankind, while Italy holds the field in painting, music, and architecture. For the intellectual and studious, Rome affords the most delight, and regarding the luxuries of life no country can equal England, which is also a paradise for the fair sex.
His 
SUMMARY OF THE MANUSCRIPT
The report on the case of the princess is made in response to a command of " Votre Exllce.," who is apparently responsible for Taylor's detention until satisfied that the patient is no longer in need of his assistance. He complains that he is compelled to remain when other work calls him to continue his journey. He describes the treatment applied and emphasises the great care bestowed on the case, which caused him much anxiety until at last he has brought it to a successful issue. The Princess herself fears his absence and wishes to retain his services, at which he is flattered, but protests that by remaining longer he will be ruined. The passage dealing with the treatment of the case is reproduced as a specimen of Taylor's handwriting and to show the actual procedure adopted by him.
After expressing himself satisfied with the results of his operation, he is disturbed to find that his patient is a subject of strum'a and complains that he was not informed of this condition by her family, but in the same sentence savs that the glands under the chin were extremely swollen, unequal, and hard. Other symptoms of the disease were apparent in the lips and nose, and he concludes that she had had the disease from infancy. Of all disorders of the blood, he says, this has always given most trouble to medical men, only two patients out of ten being cured.
In spite of evacuants and other measures the glands persist and he resolves to provoke a slight salivation by means of calomel and mercurial ointment applied to the glands, which treatment caused them much to decrease in size. This complication prolonged the cure, which in an ordinary case would take 15 to 20 days, to 9 months, the extra tinme being consumed in applying the treatment with caution, instead of endangering the sight by hasty procedures.
He mais sachant que cela etoit seulement pro tempore, j'ai pris la resolution, d'exciter, comme l'unique remede selon moi, une petite salivation par le moien du Calomel; continuant en m6me tems d'appliquer pour quelques nuits de suite L'unguentum mercuriale sur les glandes endurcies, tout fut accompagn6 par le regime necessaire en pareilles occasions. La petite salivation n'ayant pas continue pendant trois tours sans avoir remarqu6 un changement tres favorable; la duret6 de ces glandes etant extremement diminue6, et tous les symptomes du vice du sang commen9oient A disparoitre. Au bout de quatre ou cinq jours j'ai jug6 'a propos de faire cesser peu 'a peu la salivation, craignant d'exposer trop sa sante, je voulois plut6t recommencer, apr6s que sa force [soit] fut un peu retablie. Si j'avois continue la salivation dans ce tems IA, il y a de l'apparance que mon succ6s auroit et6 plus promt; mais V: Exllce approuvera certainement mes precautions. [Deletion.] Un mois apr6s j'ai fait la m6me tentative, avec le m6me succes; et apres un mois encore, et pour la troisieme fois: ceci etoit fini il y a six semaines, et voyant cesser pour lors tous les symptomes du vice du sang, j'ai ordonn6 le regime de vivre, avec les evacuations ordinaires, pour empecher aucune mauvaise consequence du Mercure qu'Elle avoit pris; ne prevoyant aucune necessit6 d'elever une quatrie'me fois la m6me salivation.
Voici les raisons, pourquoi au lieu de quinze ou vingt jours, ce cas m'a occup6, avec mes meilleurs soins, plus de neuf mois, non pas parcequ'il a WtE impossible de procurer un heulreux changement plus prompt; mais en consequence du danger au quel je me serois expos6, si j'avois avance plus vite.
Quoiqu' a present, [deletion] 
